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Mission Haiti Inc. representatives, Jimmy Dunn and Jack Pelner, visited Haiti in 

March, and report that the condition of Annunciation School, the Village of Jesus 

home for abandoned and sick women, and the thirty-five acre Bethleem farm 

complex, is better than expected. The Sisters of the Companions of Jesus, who 

manage the school and home, and the thirty residents of the Village of Jesus are 

all safe. They were living in tents, but have access to a covered eating area, food, 

clean water, and an operational generator.  

After the earthquake, The Johanniter Group, a large German non-profit 

organization similar to the American Red Cross, connected with the sisters. While 

in Haiti, Jimmy and Jack met with members of The Johanniter Group to discuss 

joint efforts to assess damage and forming a partnership to manage 

reconstruction. Gilbert Hippolyte, one of the original architects of Annunciation 

School/Village of Jesus, is also working on a final analysis and soliciting bids for 

repairs. Most of the buildings have some cracking but only the school cafeteria is 

considered a total loss at this time.  

The Johanniter Group have already begun repairs in the Village of Jesus, and 

transformed some storage areas into sleeping quarters, so that at least half of the 

residents are in a clean, dry, safe space now. They will continue to look for more 

adequate shelter for the rainy season and during restoration.  

As for Bethleem farm, the earthquake caused damage to the surrounding wall and 

we are seeking bids for repairs, but the farm itself is prospering and the Sisters 

are continuing with their plans to increase planting. With the help of a local 

agronomist, the farm boasts a plantain grove, five acres of sugar cane, goats, 

many kinds of vegetables, and 300 chickens.  Sale of the excess eggs is providing 

income.  

The town of Leogane was not as fortunate; most buildings are down and those 

standing will likely need to come down. There are immense piles of rubble, debris 

on the smaller roads, and tent communities are visible as far as the eye can see. 

The good news is that the presence of international aid is very strong.  

In April, we were happy to learn that Annunciation School in Leogane is up and 

running again. Since the earthquake destroyed many other schools in the area, we 

have over 200 new students, bringing enrollment up to over 400 children.     

Haitians are no strangers to adversity and hardship, and so, Jimmy and Jack were 

not surprised to witness countless industrious Haitians sharing joy and the faith 

that this too will not conquer their spirit.  
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The cafeteria at Annunciation 
School Leogane after the  
Jan.12, 2010 earthquake 

 

Believing in the dignity of all people,  

we support education and share blessings, food, medicine, 

and shelter with our Haitian brothers and sisters. 
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The Earthquake of 2010 

On January 12, 2010, at 4:53 Haiti time (EST), a magnitude 7.0 earthquake hit 

Haiti. The epicenter was located about fifteen miles southwest of Port au Prince 

and only 6.2 miles below the surface, causing widespread and massive 

destruction.    

Hurricanes, yes; earthquakes, no. This is not something that anyone in Haiti 

today has ever experienced before. The last earthquake was in 1770. 

In just forty-five seconds, 80-90% of Leogane, near the epicenter and considered 

the worst hit area, was flattened. Tens of thousands of lives were lost, including 

two of the Sisters of the Companions of Jesus, the order which manages the 

Annunciation School/Village of Jesus. 

The numbers for all of Haiti are staggering. Official estimates put the death toll 

at over 222,000, including the Archbishop of Port-au-Prince, Monsignor Joseph 

Serge Miot. Amnesty International reports that of the 1.3 million homeless, the 

largest number of displaced are children, as many as 300,000. 

Most people, from Matt Marek of the American Red Cross who experienced the 

earthquake in Haiti to CNN’s Dr. Sanjay Gupta who witnessed the aftermath, 

report never having seen a human tragedy of this enormity before. The disaster 

in Haiti may turn out to be the most destructive in recent human history.    

Yet, miraculously, just outside Leogane, the Annunciation School/Village of Jesus 

compound and Bethleem, the home and farm of the Sisters of the Companions of 

Jesus, were damaged but most structures are still standing. The women in the 

Village of Jesus were outside praying when the earthquake hit, and not one 

person was hurt. Annunciation staff was not harmed, though some lost their 

homes. 

Another miracle-in-progress is the global response. After a long history of world 

neglect, this time, Haiti has not gone unnoticed. From stars like Sean Penn and 

George Clooney, to the partnership of Bill Clinton and George Bush, to companies 

like Microsoft and PepsiCo, to you and me, we all want to help.  

There is no question that this disaster happened through no fault of human 

beings. Still, the question lingers, “Why did this happen to people who already 

have so little?” In our longing to understand, a more answerable question may 

be, “What does a tragedy like this mean?”  

Perhaps the meaning lies not in the death and destruction, but in the delivery of 

water, food, and medical supplies, in lending a helping hand to provide shelter, 

and in continuing the life-giving work of education and care for the elderly and 

homeless. Close to 100% of money donated to Mission Haiti Inc. goes to Haiti for 

just these things in the Leogane community, and to our partners, such as Mother 

Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity and Hands Together. 

Yes, the outpouring of support has been great, but the need is even greater. 

Helping Haitians provide basic necessities and rebuilding after this level of 

destruction will take years, if not decades. Long after the TV cameras and 

journalists leave Haiti, each of us can continue to make to a difference.  

Please give as generously as you are able. 

 

Collapsed building in Leogane 
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We met our little friend Eli, sporting his Spiderman diaper, at the Missionaries of 

Charity wellness center in Port au Prince, a program we support and where we 

have been bringing volunteers to work since 2006. He captured all of our hearts 

with his great spirit and smile, in spite of his malnourished and frail condition. The 

Eli Project is one way we here at home can help in the care for sick and dying 

children, by turning outgrown or no-longer-needed t-shirts into handmade diapers 

(cartoon characters and bright colors especially appreciated). 

If you are interested in making diapers for children like Eli, look for information on 

the “Projects” page on the Mission Haiti Inc. website, www.missionhaitiinc.com, 

where you find a link to the sewing instructions. These small acts of kindness and 

love truly do make a difference in the lives of children in Haiti. 

 
 

 

 Mission Haiti Inc. has again been awarded a Coughlan Companies, Inc. Community 

Giving Program grant. Through this program, we have received 400 new books over 

the past three years for Annunciation School. The books we received through the 

Coughlan Companies provide these students the opportunity to see, imagine, and 

learn about the wider world in which they live. The students at Annunciation School 

in Leogane speak Creole, yet having this valuable access to English language books 

in the classroom both enables students to advance and supports curriculum. We at 

Mission Haiti Inc. sincerely value this support for our school. 

 

Eli at the Missionaries of 

Charity wellness center 

The Eli Project 
òGive of your hands to serve and your 

hearts to love.ó ╖ Mother Teresa 

Annunciation School in Leogane Awarded  

Coughlan Community Giving Grant in 2010 

 

. 
 

"éeducational 

achievement can and 

does turn dreams of a 

better life into 

realities.ó 

 

 

A young student at 

Annunciation School 

 

 

An Annunciation School  

student enjoying a Coughlin  

Giving Grant book 

Medical Kits Go to Haiti 

 
Another long-term Mission Haiti Inc. project is purchasing and packing medical kits 

for clinics in critical need of supplies. The MAP International kits consist of FDA-

approved medicines, vitamins, sterile gloves, bandages, and other essential 

supplies, which adhere to the World Health Organization (WHO) Guidelines for 

Drug Donations. Following the earthquake, Feed My Starving Children assisted us in 

shipping the kits to their partner, Love a Child (LAC), in Fond Parisian, Haiti, 

where founders Bobby and Sherry Burnette are now running the largest earthquake 

recovery hospital and camp in Haiti. 

 

 

Education is Key  

One reason that Mission Haiti Inc. focuses on education is because one third of the 

children in Haiti do not have access to any kind of education, which leads to a 

continuing cycle of illiteracy and poverty for nearly half the population. The 

Phyllis Sheehan Scholarship Fund and Sponsor a Student Program grants aid to 

students in need of a helping hand for educational expenses. Your contribution 

can give a child one of the most valuable tools to end the cycle of poverty, 

hunger, and illness that is the reality for most illiterate Haitians today. Your 

generosity provides a child with a vision for the future, hope for a better life, and 

the confidence that educational achievement can and does turn dreams into 

realities. 
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry was first introduced to 

Annunciation Church in Minneapolis, MN in 2009. Each 

shawl is lovingly knit by hand with blessings for the 

abandoned and sick women in the Village of Jesus in 

Leogane. 

Currently, there are thirty  

women ranging in age from 48  

to 104 living in the caring, safe  

home. The recipients love the  

shawls and express sincere  

gratitude for these special gifts. 

 

4th Annual Mission Haiti Inc. 

Wine & Cheese  

Fundraiser  

Thursday July 29, 2010 

5:00 p.m.  ╖  8:00 p.m. 

 

 
PO Box 19401 

Minneapolis, MN 55419-0401  

612-695-1126 

www.missionhaitiinc.com 

You are invited to the fourth annual Mission Haiti Inc. 

Wine & Cheese Fundraiser for a casual evening to share 

news of our work in Haiti and peruse Haitian paintings 

and crafts available for purchase.  

All proceeds from the evening will go directly to 

earthquake relief efforts that support our projects in 

Leogane, Haiti: Annunciation school, The Village of 

Jesus home for abandoned and sick women, and 

Bethleem farm.  

Please join us at the home of Mission Haiti Inc. board 

member, Jean Madson: 

15708 Willwood Drive 

Minnetonka, MN 55346 

See the Need ᵹ Be Part of the Solution.  

 

 

Prayer Shawls for the Village of Jesus 

 

  

Mission Haiti Inc. on the Web 

Wondering how to find us on the web? Visit us online 

at our website: www.missionhaitiinc.com. Here you 

can “Contact Us” online, make a donation, sponsor a 

student, and find out more about our work. Look for 

us on Facebook and become a member to find out 

the latest news.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


